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June 2021

Dear 8th Grade Parents,

We hope that this email finds you well.  As we approach the end of  the year, we wanted to update you aboutour plans
for our 8th grade Moving Up Ceremony on June 25, 2021. In a perfect world, we would have all our students and their
families in the NMS gymnasium for an hour-long ceremony. However, nothing about the last year has been perfect, so
we’ve been forced to adjust our vision for the ceremony.

Regulations were updated  by the NYS Department of Health back in early May, and they are fairly restrictive as to the
type of  celebration we can hold. Nevertheless, we recognize the need to provide our students and their families with a
live ceremony if  at all possible.

Accordingly, our plan is to provide our students with a Moving Up experience that is as “complete” as can be based
upon the current regulations.  We believe we can provide a live ceremony where parents can attend, but it will be a
different format than what we are used to providing:

● There will be THREE separate shortened ceremonies (approximately 30 minutes);
● Each 8th grader will be allowed ONLY TWO guests;
● These ceremonies will take place outdoors on the NMS Campus (weather dependent);
● Masks are required for all students, staff, and guests;

The ceremonies will be held by Team and will take place at:

● 8:30 AM (Team White) students must arrive at 8:00 AM
● 10:00 AM (Team Blue) students must arrive at 9:30 AM
● 11:30 AM (Team Orange) students must arrive at 11:00 AM

We cannot accommodate any schedule changes.  Students are only allowed to attend with their assigned teams.
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INCLEMENT WEATHER PLAN

We have NO RAIN DATE in our calendar. In the case of  inclement weather - which would not only involve rain, but
also intense heat - we will revert to a plan that we had originally considered for our Moving Up Ceremony.

This plan calls for all students in school for an 8:30 AM ceremony.  Students will have an opportunity to “walk” the
stage as their names are read.   ALL of  our 8th graderswill be involved in the ceremony at one time, but there will be
no parents/guardians on-site for the ceremony.  The entire ceremony will be livestreamed AND recorded, so that
parents can watch their children “move up” in the ceremony.

Due to the limitations, students will watch the ceremony from their homerooms until it is their turn to have their
names read.  At that time, they will be escorted to the auditorium and walk across the stage as their name is read, and
then report back to their homeroom.

We recognize that neither of  these plans is ideal, but they do allow us to provide our students with the experience that
they were not afforded last year when we were compelled to do a “drive through” celebration.

We will make the decision for an indoor ceremony based upon weather predictions for the week. We will make this
decision on Tuesday afternoon given the technical setup that needs to be put in place for either ceremony.

As always, thank you for your support of  our school.

We look forward to a wonderful event for our 8th grade students.

Stay safe,
Jerry Cozine


